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Researchers to preserve city’s oral hlstory

Citizen’s Memory Project Will Archive Life In Vlllages That Are Part Of The Metropolis

Anahita Mukherji | Tvn

New Delhi: Museums have
for long reconded the tangi-
ble heritage of a city; the
bricks and mortar with
which the city was built, But
can a museum capture the
idea of a city, or 1ts memo-
ries? Can a musewm capture
thelifeof acity intransition?
This isprecisely what an am-
bitious new project sets out
to do.

In a possible first for In-
dia. a group of scholars, aca-
demicians and researchers
from the Centre for Commu-
nityKnowledge(CCK)at Am-
bedkar University Delhi
have embarked on the Citi-
zen’s Memory Project, a digi-

tal archive of the lives of the
people of Delhi and the oral
history of the capital. The
project will tie up with the
Delhi Museum, which will be
housed in the Dara Shikoh
Library, a historical monu-
ment that lies within the
campus of Ambedkar Uni-
versity While the project will
focus solely on the capital, it
has drawn on researchers
from across the country and
has ramifications for the rest
of Indiaaswell.

While Delhi is often per-
ceived as a city of kings and
monuments, the Citizen's
Memory Project aims at ar-
chiving the lives of the aam
admi, of thevillages that are
part of the metropolis and

HERITAGE NET: Thedigital library will be accessible online

the several cities that were
built and rebuilt to form the
Delhiwe now know.

“Among  those  inter-
viewed for the project is a
gentleman approaching the
age of 70, who recalls his
erandfather’s stories of how:
during the Revolt of 1857, an-
cient volumes from the Dara
Shikoh library lay scattered
on the streets of Delhi. His
erandfather was a child dur-
ing the Revolt, sothisis, ines-
sence, a child's memory of
1857." says Surajit Sarkar, a
consultant at the CCK and
partof the project.

“We are thinking of set-
ting up kicsks at Metro sta-
tions, where peoplecancome
up to us and recount what
they remember of the city
Older people can recount
what their parents and
grandparents  remembered
of Delhi. When they die, the
knowledge of a couple of
generations dies with them,”
savaprofessor Vijaya Varma.
advisor planning at Ambed-
kar University

The Citizens Memory
Project will involve a digital
archive which can be ac-
cessed online by the public,
anywhere in the world. *“We
do naot believe in the banlk
vault model of archiving da-
ta. We'wantit to be accessible
to everyvbody™ savs Varma.
The archivewill include a re-
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HOME FOR HISTORY: The prDjE{h'.llll behoused inthe Dara Shikoh library \.'.IIﬂ'III'IThE Ambedkar University

cording of interviews with
people, aswell asvisual mate-
rial: pictures, photographs,
music and various other fac-
ets of the popular culture of
the city “Weare ready to help
digitize old family photo-
graphs and letters that peo-
ple may have, provided they
allow ustoput thedigitalver-
sion of these artifacts onour
website," says Varma.

The information, though,

will have to be verified, ei-
ther with the help of photos
or historical records, andnot
simply hearsay Forinstance,
in the case of the gentleman
whose grandfather recalled
the desecration of Dara Shi.
koh's library during the Re-
volt, there are historical ref.
erencesthat such an incident
occurred, sayvs Sarkar,

n abid tounderstand the
history of Delhi, the project

will also record the history
and memories of Ambedkar
Umiversity, which shares a
campus with thres other in-
stitutions andhas beenanin-
cubator for several educa-
tional institutions in the
past. “The Kashmere Gate ar-
ea where the university is lo-
cated has historically been a
hub for education, which in
turn has dravnm several peo-
pletothe city” says Sarkar.
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MBAs, engineers
join city police as
sub-inspectors

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Are Indian
youth unable to get jobs ac-
cording to their qualifica-
tions or are they merely
locking for stability in
their career? These ques-
tions came to the fore on
Saturday when 344 sub-in-
spectors were inducted in-
to the Delhi police even
though they were over
qualified for theirjobs. Six-
ty-eight of these SIs were
women.

Fourteen engineers, in-
cluding an MTech, and 15
MBAs were among the
Sub-Inspectors who joined
the force at a ceremony
held at Jharoda Kalan in
northwest Delhi. Among
the new inductees are 52
people with Master of Arts
degreee, 10 with MSc, sev-
en law graduates, four
MComs, three BPharm,
twoMEd and one BPEd.

Out of the 344 Sub In-
spectors, once again only
30 per cent were from Del-
hi. “106 officers are from
Delhi, 79 from Haryana, 76
from UP, 56 from Rajas-
than, 15 from Bihar, four
from Madhya Pradesh, two
each from Jharkhand and

Himachal Pradesh and one
each from West Bengal, Ut-
tarakhand, Orissa and
Punjab. Cops claimed Del-
hi police was one of the
most culturally diverse
forces inthe country.
Addressing the new
recruits after the passing-
out parade, Delhi Police
Commissioner B K Gupta
called upon the young offi-
cers to serve the society in
impartial way and also to
enforce the law in letter
and spirit. He emphasized
the proactive role police
played in protecting the
weaker section of society
andthe immediateneed for
people-friendly policing.
Training for officers
consists of indoor training
where they were imparted
knowledge of various sub-
jects under law, human be-
haviour, police science, po-
lice practical work, police
rules, criminology, terror-
ism and computer related
crimes. In outdoor train-
ing modules, they were im-
parted training on drills,
handling of weapons, vehi-
cle driving, firing practice
and special emphasis on
unarmed combat and
physicalfitness.
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For world without petrol cars

BANGALORE: Swissnex India,
in association with the Con-
sulate General of Switzerland
inMumbai, on Friday, brought
its World Advanced Vehicle Ex-
pedition (WAVE) 2011 road
show to Bangalore,

The WAVE is an initiative
undertaken jointly with the In-
dian Institute of Technology
(IITBombay, to promote
awareness on the use of effi-
cient and eco-friendly electric
cars, said WAVE project head
and environmental adventurer
Louis Palmer, who is also the
winner of the ‘Champion of the
Earth 2011’ award instituted by
the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP).

The initiative involves solar-
powered electric cars, touring
around the world, to display the
ease and practicality of driving
them.

The cars take anywhere be-
tween one and six hours to get
charged and can cover a dis-
tance between 150 and 250
km, the WAVE team said.

‘World without petrol cars’
“Our objective is to create ad-
vanced vehicles and have a
world without petrol cars,”
Palmer gaid, observing that pe-
troleum (a non-renewble re-
source) will, one day, be ex-
hausted. About the prospect of

S AR

i i L

Tour directo with electricrs at Swissnex india office, R

House Crescent road in Bangalore on Friday. oH pHoto

electric cars beingmore expen-
sive than conventional fuel-run
ones, it was observed that over-
time, by the use of the former,
the savings in energy costs will
eventually rise, compensating
for initial investments in their
production. This will also help
bring down the end costs of
electric cars.

The India leg of the expedi-

tion, involving five cars, began
in Mumbai on December 3,
passing through Hyderabad
and then reached the City. Itis
now due to cover Tumbkur, Chi-
tradurga, Ranebennur and
Dharwad in Karnataka in the
next few days, before proceed-
ing to Goa and then back to
Mumbai, Palmer added.

DH News Service
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